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ALCOHOL AND MAN. THE EFFECTS OF ALCOHOL ON MAN IN
HEALTH AND DISEASE. Edited by Haven Emerson, M.D. Asso-
ciate editors, Henry A. Christian, M.D., Reid Hunt, M.D., Arthur
Hunter, LL.D., F.A.S., Charles C. Lieb, M.D., Walter R. Miles,
Ph.D., and Ernest G. Stillman, M.D. Macmillan Co., New York,
1932.
This volume is a symposium on the effects of alcohol on human life.
It is not intended as a hand-book for scientists; it is arranged for the educated
layman that he might have an adequate and authoritative source of informa-
tion. It is a book that has value for physicians and nurses, even though they
be familiar with the general material. The titles of the six parts of the
treatise indicate the breadth of the field: The effects of alcohol on human
functions; the effects of alcohol on the cell and in heredity; alcohol as a
poison and a medicine; alcohol and body resistance and pathology; the
effect of alcohol on man's conduct and heredity; and alcohol and longevity,
mortality and morbidity. The first five parts are discussions largely of
experimental material, the sixth of statistical material.
Twenty-three authors of high standing have contributed. There are dif-
ferences of opinion among the writers but no contradictions on major issues.
The whole trend is toward moderate statement as to the effects of alcohol:
it may be used by adults in moderate amounts and in dilution without any
apparent effects on health or longevity; there is no evidence that it induces
permanent racial blight. Its effects on muscular reflexes, glandular action,
central nervous system, as well as on resistance to disease, death rate and the
like, are shown to be deleterious.
It is a good presentation, and educators ought to be familiar with it. It
should be, to the public, a wholesome antidote to the efforts of fanatic wets
or drys. FLORENCE R. ROBINSON.
OUTLINE OF THE CRANIAL NERVES. John Favill, A.B., M.D.,
F.A.C.P., Associate Clinical Professor of Neurology, Rush Medical
College of the University of Chicago. University of Chicago Press,
Chicago, Ill., 1933.
This "Outline of the Cranial Nerves," by Dr. John Favill, is designed to
aid the medical student to "earlier, happier, and sounder neurological thinking"
through a consideration of the anatomy, function, tests, pathology, and local-
ization of each of the cranial nerves. In outline form is presented important
elements in each of the above categories. The anatomy and function are
too briefly considered to be significant. The tests are inclusive and should
be an aid where some background is already at hand. The list of symptoms
under pathology is so extensive as to defeat the avowed purpose of aiding
beginning students. It is difficult to see how mere lists of names can beBOOK REVIEWS 205
helpful. The hope of the author, therefore, is not likely to be realized in
spite of the very large amount of work which must have been necessary
for its preparation. H. S. BURR.
THE SCIENCE OF RADIOLOGY. Leon J. Menville, Ed., Bundy
Allen, Asso. Ed. C. C. Thomas, Springfield, Ill., 1933.
Although radiology is one of the most recent branches in the world of
science, yet during its brief existence of thirty-eight years it has become one
of the basic structures in the realm of diagnosis and has a specific assignment
from a therapeutic standpoint in the cure and alleviation of symptoms of
diseases which formerly were considered incurable and beyond the scope of
medical knowledge. To read of the enviable achievements in successfully
surmounting the problems presenting the impossible is astounding and reveals
the dramatic triumphs of this infant science. In this comparatively diminutive
volume, which may be considered as a form of compendium, is presented a
compilation of the history, development and achievements of this science in a
more or less chronological order. The subjects are systematically arranged
and the short chapters facilitate reading at odd moments. Each section is
individual and complete per se and, though brief, is sufficiently detailed to
serve as a working basis in its own field, a significant expression of its period
and an important contribution to the science. At the end of each chapter is
given a list of references and in many instances quite an extensive bibliography
serving as a guide for those who are more interested in the subjects presented.
It would only be necessary to peruse the index to appreciate the efficient
manner in which this collection has fulfilled its requirements, The con-
tributors are either pioneers or authorities in their respective divisions, and it is
only through their assistance that such material could be condensed without
omitting the salient features. This book comprises twenty-five chapters
written in a scientific manner with the technical discussion not too remote
from the practical application to medicine. Besides the historical and medical
aspects the material effectively deals with the radiological relationships to its
physical, chemical and biological properties.
Although the purpose of this book was to limit itself in the application
of radiology to medicine it has treated other subjects in which radium, roentgen
and similar rays are applied and are being used in other departments of science.
This volume would be valuable to any scientist and especially to the radiologist.
MICHAEL D'AMICO.
THE RACES OF MAN: DIFFERENTIATION AND DISPERSAL OF
MAN. By Robert Bennett Bean, M.D., Professor of Anatomy,
Univ. of Virginia. The University Society, Inc., New York.
This small book of 133 pages contains a large amount of information,
some of which might not be expected from the title. It gives a brief review